
 

 

Building Design Review – Using the Sustainable Design Scorecard (SDS) 
 

 
How can councils achieve 
sustainable building design? 
 

All levels of Government are committed to sustainability. For 
local government, it can be difficult to ensure all new 
buildings and major renovations have a minimal impact upon 
the environment. 

Susta inable des ign review tools provide councils with 
a performance standard to make sure new designs and 
upgrades integrate sustainability. 

The Bui ld ing Assessment Tool Matr ix below helps to 
understand how these tools can be used for different 
occasions. 

 Design Tools 
Operation 

Tools 
Large 

buildings 
Green Star NABERS and 

Green Star 
Small 

buildings 
Sustainable Design 
Scorecard (SDS) 

 

Engeneous 

 

The Sustainable Design Scorecard 
 

The Sustainable Design Scorecard (SDS) has been developed by 
local governments to assist in the planning approvals process.  

It is currently used by around 12 Victorian councils and their 
constituents, and as of 2013 has been adapted for use in New 
South Wales. It is free for councils to use. 

The SDS tool can assess and quantify the environmental 
performance and help identify design improvements to commercial, 
retail or industrial buildings being built or renovated. 

“Ensure al l  des igns 

maximise sustainabi l i ty 
opportunit ies” 

Design & performance considerations 
 

During the Design Review process the sustainability areas 
considered using SDS include:  

• Energy efficiency 
• Transport 
• Water 
• Waste 
• Materials 
• Indoor environment quality  
• ESD excellence 

A score is given for each area to reveal whether it complies to 
acceptable sustainable performance standards. The tool has non-
prescriptive recommendations and great links to reference tools to 
help designers comply to scores whilst not inhibiting innovation. 

Tying this tool to a knowledge of technologies and design 
strategies to reduce energy and water usage is critical to 
ensure the best outcome. The tool without expertise is 
ineffective. 

Ironbark SDS Assessments and 
Training 
Ironbark provides a service to assess planned building 
upgrades or new facilities using the SDS tool. This 
assessment usually occurs once designs and specifications 
are completed, although support during the concept stage 
of new buildings is also commonly provided. We can also 
train councils to undertake the assessment themselves. 

 
Outcomes  
ü Improved Design: Building inefficiencies ‘nipped in the 

bud’ before they are built or renovated 

ü Acceptable and achievable product specifications, 
standards and design outputs 

ü Assurance that building designs are environmentally 
sound and comply to minimum standards 

ü Reduction in long term costs and resource use 

ü Staff trained in ongoing use of the tool 



 

 

When to do a Building Design 
Review 
SDS can assess designs for new non-residential buildings and 
major renovations – including council-owned buildings. 

Usually Ironbark provides support once the designs and 
specifications are completed.  

Communication with building designers during the concept 
stage of new buildings is also provided to ensure design time 
is being invested in the right direction. 

SDS is s imple ,  ef fect ive 
and quick 

Councils generally use the Sustainable Design Scorecard (SDS) 
for bui ld ings with fa ir ly bas ic infrastructure . This is 
because it is a simple and easy to use tool with good 
outcomes. For larger or more complex projects other tools 
such as Green Star are generally more appropriate. 

 

Information required: 
• Site plans including plan and all side views; 

• Proposed works summary and specification; 

• Any other relevant information about the site is optional 
and can include: 

o Site usage; 
o Type of facility; 
o Current utility bills. 

 

How we do it: 
Our service is simple, effective and quick. We: 

1. Communicate to Council building designers what 
they need to comply with; 

2. Obtain building design and specifications; 

3. Conduct a desktop assessment & optional site visit; 

4. Provide a Design Review report detailing SDS score 
as well as options to improve score and meet 
performance standards; 

5. Answer questions and provide specialised support 
as required. 

We provide Design Review Reports that easily communicate 
a building design’s SDS score.  

We also outline how performance standards can be met by 
identifying realistic and practical improvements to save energy 
& water without compromising your capital budget. 

We listen to concerns and questions from staff, contractors 
and site users and provide the information they need to move 
forward. 

 

 

Our qualifications 
Ironbark works with several councils at any given time, so 
our industry knowledge is kept current.  

Ironbark Sustainability has over 20 years of experience 
working with councils in auditing, project managing and 
implementing sustainability projects for facilities. Our team 
includes a number of specialist sustainability engineers and 
project managers. 

Cost 
Ironbark’s support means you will have the information 
when you need it. You can rest assured that Council will 
consistently get the best possible building design outcome. 

 

Standard Fee for SDS 
Assessment 

$995 

Fee i f  s i te v is i t  required  

(Urban Melbourne /Sydney .   

POA for other areas) 

$1,650 

Valid until March 2014 
 

Next Steps 
For further information or to confirm an assessment please 
contact the Ironbark team on 1300 288 262 or 
www.realaction.com.au. 

For further information about sustainable buildings and local 
government: tools, tricks, targets and case studies. 

Sustainable Design Scorecard Support Details  

 


