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About Ironbark Sustainability 

Ironbark Sustainability is a specialist consultancy that works with government and business around 

Australia by assisting them to reduce energy and water usage through sustainable asset and data 
management and on-the-ground implementation. 

 

Ironbark has been operating since 2005 and brings together a wealth of technical and financial analysis, 

maintenance and implementation experience in the areas of building energy and water efficiency, public 
lighting and data management. We pride ourselves on supporting our clients to achieve real action 

regarding the sustainable management of their operations. 

 

Our Mission 
Ironbark’s mission is to achieve real action on sustainability for councils and their communities. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.realaction.com.au/
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TMA: Too Many Acronyms 
 

A bit lost with all the local government climate change programs, protocols, trends and information that 

seem to be out there at the moment? Suffering from a severe case of TMA* over the CCR, CPP, CCP and 

CCR and responding with a healthy dose of WTF? This cheat-sheet contains a list of the most commonly 
used (sometimes incorrectly!) programs, networks and registers.  

 

* Too Many Acronyms 

 

 

 

COM 
 

Compact of Mayors 

• International local government program 
• https://www.compactofmayors.org/  

International program of councils pledging to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, track progress 

and prepare for the impacts of climate change. 
Merged with the Covenant of Mayors in 2016 to 

form the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & 

Energy.  

 

 

 

 

 

ZCC 

 

Zero Carbon Communities 

• Australian council/communities program 

• http://bze.org.au/zero-carbon-communities/ 

National program set up by Beyond Zero 
Emissions (BZE) to encourage communities that 

are targeting zero emissions to put the BZE Zero 

Carbon Australia research into action. 

 

 

 

 

CPP 
 

Cities Power Partnership 

• Australian council program 

• http://citiespowerpartnership.org.au  

National program set up by the Climate Council 
that exists to celebrate and accelerate the 

emission reduction and clean energy successes of 

Australian towns and cities.  

 

 

 

 

TAKE2 
 

TAKE2 
• Victorian Government pledge program 

• https://www.take2.vic.gov.au 

Victoria’s collective climate change program 

supporting councils (and also individuals, business 
and other organisations) to help the state achieve 

net zero emissions by 2050. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.compactofmayors.org/
http://bze.org.au/zero-carbon-communities/
http://citiespowerpartnership.org.au/
https://www.take2.vic.gov.au/


                             

Climate Action 2017 Page 4 of 6 

 

 
 

CCP 

 

Cities for Climate Protection 

• Former Australian council program 

• http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=ccp-
reports 

Australia’s largest local government climate 

program. In 2008 there were 240 participants 

representing 84% of the population. No longer 
functioning as a program in Australia. 

 

 

 

 

CCR 

 

Carbonn Climate Registry  

• Registry 

• http://carbonn.org/ 

The world’s leading reporting platform to enhance 
transparency, accountability and credibility of 

climate action of local and subnational 

governments. Not a program but a registry. Any 

Australian council can sign-up and start registering 
data. 

 

 

 
 

GPC 
 

Global Protocol for Community-Scale 

Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories (GPC) 

• Protocol or Standard 
• http://www.ghgprotocol.org/   

The greenhouse gas reporting protocol or standard 

for cities created by World Resources Institute, C40 

Cities Climate Leadership Group and ICLEI. Not a 
program, but the protocol for reporting community-

wide emissions.  

 

 

 

 

C40 

 

C40 

• Network 
• www.c40.org/ 

Network of the world’s megacities committed to 

addressing climate change. C40 supports cities to 

collaborate effectively, share knowledge and drive 
meaningful, measurable and sustainable action. 

 

 

 

 

CDP 
 

CDP (formally known as Carbon Disclosure 

Project) 
• Not-for-profit organisation that runs the 

disclosure systems primarily for companies.   

• https://www.cdp.net/en    

Runs the global disclosure system that enables 
companies, cities, states and regions to measure 

and manage their environmental impacts.  

 

http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=ccp-reports
http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=ccp-reports
http://carbonn.org/
http://www.ghgprotocol.org/
https://www.cdp.net/en
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CCP 
 

City Climate Planner Certificate Program  

• Training program for individuals  
• https://goo.gl/krDZMZ  

World Bank’s City Climate Planner Certificate 

Program to train and certified GPC greenhouse gas 

emissions inventory specialists. Presumably 
shortened to CCP just to add further confusion for 

Australians so used to Cities for Climate Protection. 

 

 

 

 

NCOS 

 

National Carbon Offset Standard  

• Australian Methodology to become Carbon 
Neutral   

• http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-

change/carbon-neutral/ncos  

Provides a benchmark on how to account for 
emissions and sets minimum requirements for 

calculating, auditing and offsetting the carbon 

footprint of an organisation, product, service or 

event. In plain English, it provides the methodology 
for organisations voluntarily seeking to be carbon 

neutral.   

 

 

 

 

NGERs 
 

National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting 

(NGER) Scheme  
• Australian Methodology to become Carbon 

Neutral 

• http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER 

The national framework (and Act) for reporting and 
disseminating organisation information about 

greenhouse gas emissions, energy production, 

energy consumption. In plain English, NGERs 

provides a common national reporting platform. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

https://goo.gl/krDZMZ
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/carbon-neutral/ncos
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/carbon-neutral/ncos
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER


                             

Climate Action 2017 Page 6 of 6 

Program Evaluation Summary 
 

In 2014-15 Ironbark surveyed councils around Australia seeking their views on council sustainability programs past present. There were 113 respondents, 

representing a cross representation of regional, rural and urban councils. Of the respondents, over three-quarters (76%) were either officers, team leaders or 

coordinators;15% senior management.; 8% elected. The criteria below were considered as critical tenets of a successful program. 
 

Ironbark have evaluated key existing programs according to each of these criteria and summary is provided below. A more detailed analysis explaining the 

reasons for the evaluation is available for councils by contacting Ironbark on 1300 288 262 or info@realaction.com.au.  

 

Yes 

No 

Too early to tell 

 
 

Criteria 
    

Allows benchmarking (locally and internationally)     
Simple, uncomplicated and straight-forward        

Flexible     
Inclusive     
Robust and thorough     
Proven to work     
Independent of single funders or private “owners”     
Provides networking opportunities     
Provides recognition     
Brings significant media and promotional clout     
Is aligned to international protocols (GPC)     
Is international in scope      
Developed by local government stakeholders     
Provides best chance of longevity     
Provides tools     

 

 

mailto:info@realaction.com.au

