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Compact of Mayors: FAQs for Australian Councils 
 
There is a list of “Common Questions” and answers that can be found on the Compact of Mayors 
website at http://www.compactofmayors.org/resources/common-questions/. Below are FAQs that 
have been commonly asked by Australian councils.  
 
How does the Compact of Mayors relate to the GPC and Carbonn Climate Registry 
(CCR)? 
 
The Compact of Mayors is an international 
program. It’s the world’s largest coalition of city 
leaders addressing climate change by pledging to 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, tracking 
their progress and preparing for the impacts of 
climate change. To reach full compliance with the 
Compact of Mayors you need (amongst other 
things) a greenhouse gas inventory and target. 
The inventory must be complaint with GPC. 

 

 
The GPC (Global Protocol for Community-Scale 
Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories) is the 
accepted greenhouse gas reporting standard for 
councils and communities created by ICLEI 
Oceania, the World Resources Institute and C40 
Cities Climate Leadership Group.   

 
You can download the GPC at http://goo.gl/goNptg. It outlines protocols around greenhouse 
accounting principles; how to define inventory boundaries; reporting requirements; calculation 
methods; how to track performance and manage an inventory over time. GPC also demonstrates 
how a council should set targets and track performance over time, but doesn’t specific what your 
target should be. (Note to reach full compliance with the Compact of Mayors you must have a 
target). 
 
The Carbonn Climate Registry (cCR) is the 
world’s leading reporting platform to enhance 
transparency, accountability and credibility of 
climate action of local and subnational 
governments. It is designated as the central 
repository of the Compact of Mayors. It is where 
the data is housed. 

 
 
We have our own emissions software and platforms. Do we have to use Carbonn? 
Yes. Carbonn is internationally recognised and has been agreed upon as the key platform by ICLEI, 
C40, and UCLG. This level of agreement is pretty rare and the Compact seeks to capitalise on this. 
However, using Carbonn does not mean you have to undertake an inventory again – it is more a 
central register to house your inventory that you may have developed using other software or tools. 
 
Does the inventory include community emissions? 
Yes, community emissions must be included. There are challenges to developing a robust and 
accurate community inventory but GPC-compliant inventories have recently been developed by 
Ironbark for councils around Australia.  
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Can we promote our involvement as one of the leading 
councils?  
Yep. Even better, once a council commits to the Compact of 
Mayors, organisations like ICLEI can work with you to tell your 
story, assist with press releases; commentary and interviews; a 
letter to share with mayors in your network; social media 
templates; and a city profile on the Compact of Mayors website 
(www.compactofmayors.org). Councils will receive authorized 
“badges” to recognize each milestone for use in promotions. 
 

 

Does the Compact of Mayors only refer to mitigation actions? 
No. Adaptation is a key component of the Compact of Mayors as well. 
 
How do we become compliant for mitigation and adaptation?  
For mitigation, compliance means reporting that is sufficiently robust and rigorous to allow for 
reliable sectoral-level reporting of GHG emissions; consistent with the Global Protocol on 
Community-scale GHG Emissions (GPC) to allow for compliance monitoring without requiring third 
party verification or review. For adaptation, compliance means reporting on climate change 
adaptation commitments; plan(s) to reduce vulnerability or enhance resilience to climate change; and 
key relevant climate change stresses and shocks (hazards) the city is facing, based on an agreed risk 
framework. 
 
Is this just for big cities or capital cities? 
No. Councils of any size are invited to report to the Compact of Mayors. As the Compact of Mayors 
is international in scope, the term “city” is used to refer to geographically discernible subnational 
entities of any size, such as communities, townships, cities, and neighbourhoods. “City” is also used 
to indicate all levels of subnational jurisdiction as well as local government as legal entities of public 
administration. 
 
Do we have to keep reporting? 
Yes. For inventory updating and monitoring, a complete updated inventory shall be required every 
four years, and the inventory year may be no more than four years prior to the reporting year. Over 
time, the Compact of Mayors would like councils to update their inventories on a more frequent / 
annual basis to improve monitoring and reporting of city-wide GHG emissions. 
 
Do we need overall emissions reductions targets? 
Not immediately, but with 2 years all councils must register a city-wide target to reduce local GHG 
reductions.  
 


